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DAC Executive Committee Meeting  
The DAC Executive Committee meeting took place on Wednesday, 25 March 2009, at the 
Toyota Engineering Centre. Zamo Xaba (Kaymac Group) was re-elected as Chairperson of 
the Executive Committee. Christo Roets (Aunde South Africa) was re-elected as Deputy 
Chairperson.  
 
PFK Electronics – Silver Award at Automechanika Sou th Africa 2009  
The DAC is proud to announce that PFK Electronics was awarded the “Silver Award” for 
innovation at the inaugural Automechanika South Africa 2009 trade exhibition. PFK received 
this prestigious award for its Alcohol Interlock product, a tethered alcohol breathalyser-based 
immobiliser.  
 
DAC HR Forum  
A forum meeting on ‘Industrial Relations challenges posed by the current economic crisis’ was 
held on Monday, 9 March 2009 at Smiths Manufacturing in New Germany. Mark Roberts 
(Roberts and Associates) was the guest speaker. Mark informed attendees on the following 
topics: 
·  Political developments and the NUMSA leadership change 
·  Bargaining developments 
·  Current NUMSA / shopfloor developments 
 

  
 Photos: Mark Roberts (Roberts and Associates), Rej Jagganath (Kaymac Structural Foam)  

 
Operator Skills Development Programme  
The initial Operator Skills Development Programme meeting was held on Friday, 13th March 
2009 at Federal-Mogul Powertrain Systems in Westmead. This meeting was held to discuss 
the proposal for the initiative.  

Feedback on Recent Activities & Improvements  



It was agreed that in the short term the initiative will focus on optimising MERSETA and SARS 
related incentives, while over the medium to long term more flexible parallel operator skills 
development initiative would be established.  
For more information please contact Aurelia Govender on 031 765 3870 or at 
aurelia@bmanalysts.com.  
 

HIV & AIDS 
The results of the KAP survey for the first pilot group of companies have been received and 
were distributed on Thursday, 26 March 2009.  
Recruitment for the establishment of a second group of DAC members is currently underway, 
with participants in this second group entitled to all the components of the programme that the 
first group are currently entitled to. Training is envisaged to start as early as May 2009. 
For more information please contact Jan Smuts on 031 765 3870 or at jan@bmanalysts.com. 
 

Graduate Development Programme  
Recruitment of additional DAC member firms to join this programme is continuing. A total 
number of 151 graduates from various academic institutions have applied to join this 
Programme. For more information please contact Jan Smuts on 031 765 3870 or at 
jan@bmanalysts.com. 
 

Project Management for Procurement Managers  
The ‘Project Management for Procurement Management (Theory)’ workshop took place on 
Thursday, 26 March 2009, at B&M Analysts in Hillcrest. The speaker was Mondli Mlambo from 
the Durban University of Technology (DUT). A high level of engagement took place.  
 

Automechanika South Africa  
Automechanika South Africa 2009 took place from Wednesday, 18 March to Saturday, 21 
March 2009 at NASREC, Johannesburg. This event attracted exhibitors and visitors from 
numerous countries and proved to be highly successful.  
The DAC, in partnership with Trade and Investment KwaZulu-Natal, secured a pavilion on 
which 5 DAC member firms exhibited. Exhibitionists included Ramsay Engineering t/a Thule 
Towing Systems, Autostick, Commercial Elastic Manufacturers, Alltube, and Kaymac 
Structural Foam.  
 

  
Photo 1: DAC Facilitators – Sean Ellis, Aurelia Govender 
 Photo 2: Standing – Donny Pethan (TIKZN), Collette Stadler (Design SA), Hassim Jamal (Commercial Elastic), Neville Matjie (TIKZN), 
Brian St John Ward (Ramsay Engineering), Mark Gutridge (Ramsay Engineering), Gavin Walters (Design SA), Helene Hitchcock (Alltube), 
Praline Ross (TIKZN); Seated – Aurelia Govender (DAC),Ayanda Zuma (TIKZN), Jessica Slater (TIKZN),Tozi Mthethwa (TIKZN) 



  
Photo 1: DAC - TIKZN Pavilion Reception            
Photo 2: Thule Towing Systems  
 

 
Photo 1: Commercial Elastic Manufacturers  
Photo 2: Alltube    
Photo 3: Kaymac Structural Foam 
 

 
Photo 1: Autostick      
Photo 2: Manuel Ferreira, PFK Electronics, receiving award  
Photo 3: DIPA Stand – Reception Area 

 
 
 

 
 
Joint Supplier Auditing and Development   
The first Joint Supplier Auditing and Development training session for Tier 2 suppliers to 
Group 1 will take place on 2 April 2009. The topic of the session will be “Recession Surviving 
Skills” and it will be hosted by Federal Mogul Friction Products at their plant in Prospecton. 
Opportunities are currently being explored to expand the Programme through a partnership 

Confirmed Activities for April 2009 



with the Japan External Trade Organisation (JETRO) to address cost competitiveness and 
increased localisation in the local automotive industry.  
 
Remuneration and Retention Practices Survey  
The questionnaire for this survey has been prepared and is ready for review by the 
workgroup.  A meeting for this purpose will take place early in April. It is envisaged that this 
survey will be completed by the end of May 2009. Results from this survey will only be shared 
with DAC member firms that are participating in the survey.  For more information about this 
survey please contact Jan Smuts on 031 765 3870 or at jan@bmanalysts.com.  
 
Project Management for Procurement Managers – Tools  and Techniques  
The next Project Management workshop will take place on 16 April 2009, at B&M Analysts in 
Hillcrest. The speaker will be Mondli Mlambo from the Durban University of Technology.  
 
 
 
 
HIV & AIDS 
Recruitment for a second group of DAC members to join this Programme is continuing. For 
more information please contact Jan Smuts at 031 765 3870 or jan@bmanalysts.com. 
 
Energy Workshop  
A DAC Energy Workshop will take place in April 2009, with representatives from Eskom and 
the relevant municipalities. This workshop will provide DAC members with an update on the 
energy situation and its impact on the automotive industry. All details will be circulated shortly��
�
DAC HR Forum – Handling Disciplinary Hearings  
Bruno Bruniquel of Bruniquel & Associates will be presenting on “Handling Disciplinary 
Hearings” during April 2009. Details will be circulated shortly. 
 
 
 
 

For a full list of all the items currently in the Resource Centre please contact dac@bmanalysts.com  
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