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DAC Newsletter: February 2009 
 
 
 
 
New DAC Cluster Members 
A warm welcome is extended to our newest member, Autostick. Autostick is a manufacturer of 
automotive stickers based in Durban.  
 
DAC Growth Technical Steering Committee 
The first Growth Technical Steering Committee took place on 2 February 2009 at BEHR SA in 
New Germany. During the meeting it was agreed that a strategy and plan for business 
development at a sector level would be developed for the DAC. Alex Holmes of BEHR SA was 
elected as the Committee Chairperson, while Khoobs Somur of Dunlop Tyres International 
was elected as the Deputy Chairperson.  
 
Remuneration and Retention Practices Survey 
The draft questionnaires for the Remuneration and Retention Practices survey are ready for 
review by the workgroup and a meeting will be scheduled for this purpose. The survey is to be 
completed by the end of May 2009. Firms wishing to participate in this survey, and hence 
become eligible to receive a copy of the report on remunerations and retention practice in the 
automotive industry in KwaZulu-Natal, should contact Jan Smuts (jan@bmanalysts.com)  
 
Energy Efficiency 
The 8th DAC Energy Efficiency Club meeting was held on Tuesday, 24 February 2009 at the 
DAC Offices in Hillcrest. Participants were guided through technical training on lighting. In 
addition, firm representatives shared energy savings data with each other. Participants were 
also awarded "Certificates of Commitment" to the DAC Energy Efficiency Club. The presenter 
for the session was Dave Mercer of WSP Group.  
 

  
Photo: Sizwe Khanyile (Smiths Plastics), David Mercer (WSP Group), Photo Malcolm Byres (Ramsay Engineering), David Mercer (WSP Group). 

Feedback on Recent Activities & Improvements 
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Energy Conservation Workshop 
A successful Energy Workshop took place on Tuesday, 24th February 2009, directly after the 
Energy Efficiency Club session. This workshop focused on the Power Conservation 
Programme, inclusive of the Energy Conservation Scheme, in response to the release of the 
NERSA Consultation Paper in December 2008. Prashunt Lutchman of Eskom was the 
presenter. The eThekwini Municipality was represented by Leshan Moodliar.  
 
 
Photo: Brad Freeman (Smiths Manufacturing), Cameron Chisholm (Smiths Manufacturing), Adrian van Zyl (Kaymac Structural Foam), Gavin 
Bromley (BEHR SA), Aurelia Govender (B&M Analysts), Malcolm Byres (Ramsay Engineering), Sizwe Khanyile (Smiths Plastics), David Mercer 
(WSP Group), Susan Barclay (Susan Barclay CC) 

 
 

Industry Transformation Technical Steering Committee 
The Industry Transformation Technical Steering Committee took place on 16 February 2009 at 
Smiths Manufacturing. Mr. Graham Randall was reelected as a chairperson. Alan Udaichund 
from Organisation Development International (ODI) was appointed as an additional mentor for 
the DAC BEE Supplier Development Programme.  
 
Freight rate negotiations – Inbound logistics schedule 
The container rates for cluster members were finalized. There are substantial price reductions 
for most major routes. Cluster members are encouraged to utilize or benchmark their current 
rates against the competitive cluster rates.  
 
Prepare for the verification (rating) process of the B-BBEE scorecard  
A B-BBBEE best practice workshop was held on 17 February 2009 at B&M Analysts in 
Hillcrest. Dr Robin Woolley (Transcend Advisors) was the guest speaker.  
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Photo: Dr. Robin Woolley (Transcend Advisors) 

 
 
 
 

 
Automechanika South Africa 
Automechanika South Africa takes place from Wednesday, 18 March 2009 to Saturday, 21 
March 2009. There are five DAC member firms participating on the DAC Pavilion, namely, 
Ramsay Engineering (trading as Thule Towing Systems), Kaymac Structural Foam, 
Commercial Elastic Manufacturers, Autostick, and Alltube. In addition to these firms that will 
be exhibiting on the DAC Pavilion, there are a number of DAC member firms who will have 
independent stands at the event.  
 

DAC Purchasing Workshop�
A purchasing workshop will be held on 26 March at B&M Analysts in Hillcrest. The workshop 
will focus on Project Management for Procurement Managers. The guest speaker will be 
Mondli Mlambo, from the Durban University of Technology. 
 
Joint Supplier Auditing and Development  
The first Joint Supplier Auditing and Development training session for Group 1 will take place 
on 2 April 2009 and the topic will be “Recession Surviving Skills”. The session will be hosted 
by Federal Mogul Friction Products at their plant in Prospecton. 
 
HIV and AIDS Programme 
The first HIV and AIDS Champions Forum for 2009 will be taking place on 5 March 2009 at 
Preformed Line Products, Pietermaritzburg.  The launch of the second group of DAC 
members firms to participate in this comprehensive HIV and AIDS Treatment and Care 
Programme will take place in March.  Any DAC member firm interested to obtain more 
information or to participate in the Programme can contact Jan Smuts (jan@bmanalysts.com).  

Confirmed Activities for March 2009 
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Operator Skills Development Programme 
The DAC’s Operator Skills Development Programme is scheduled to be launched early 2009. 
The purpose of this programme is to address the skills related challenges at an operator level. 
The programme will enable operators to be developed to a skill level to allow participating 
firms to compete on a global basis. The success of the pilot project will lead to a further roll out 
amongst a broader base of member firms. 
 

 
 

For a full list of all the items currently in the Resource Centre please contact dac@bmanalysts.com. 

DAC Resource Centre 

Planned but Unconfirmed Activities 


