December 2009 Newsletter

Feedback on Recent Activities

Thai Competitiveness Study
The findings from the Thai competitiveness study were presented at the DAC Exco meeting held
at Toyota on 1 December 2009. The findings from the study quantified competitiveness gaps
between local firms and Thai firms in the four key areas of:

Trade access distinctions

Operating cost distinctions

Input cost distinctions

Government incentive distinctions
The findings from this study will be presented to Executives from DAC member firms at a high
level workshop planned for early February 2010.

Automotive Business Retention and Development Week for emerging SMEs
The Durban Automotive Cluster (DAC) and Trade and Investment KwaZulu-Natal (TIKZN)
jointly held an Automotive Business Retention and Development Week for emerging black-
owned SMEs in the Pietermaritzburg area over 30 November 2009 to 4 December 2009.
A total of 11 SMEs participated in the programme which comprised the following major
components:
Strategic Capacity Building — An overview of the automotive industry and trends relevant
to SMEs
World Class Manufacturing/Lean Manufacturing Capacity Building — Introduction to the
concept of WCM, its tools and principles
Buyer meet and greet — Meetings with purchasing managers and professionals from key
potential automotive customers
Export Market Capacity Building — Training on preparing for and accessing export markets
Similar sessions will be run in Durban and Richards Bay over the next few months. For
further information please contact Aurelia Govender (aurelia@bmanalysts.com).




Energy Efficiency Network: Climate Change Mitigation Workshop

The UNIDO Durban Industry Climate Change Partnership Project (DICCPP) was launched on
3 December 2009. At the session Derek Morgan (Local Project Officer, UNIDO) presented on
Greenhouse Gas Assessments and Recording.

Given the global pressure being placed on countries to adopt more stringent environmental
targets it is widely expected that Greenhouse Gas reporting will become mandatory in South
Africa at some point in the future — something that will become increasingly relevant to DAC
members.

For more information please contact Aurelia Govender (aurelia@bmanalysts.com).

Confirmed and Unconfirmed activities for December

Series of Best Practice B-BBEE workshops

Dr Robin Woolley (Transcend Corporate Advisors) will provide additional tools to assist B-
BBEE champions with preparations for an external B-BBEE verification process. The
workshop will be held on 27 January 2010.

For more information please contact Thabani Shale (thabani@bmanalysts.com).

Energy Efficiency Network

An Energy Efficiency session is scheduled to take place in January/February 2010. The
details are still to be confirmed and members will be informed accordingly.
For more information please contact Aurelia Govender (aurelia@bmanalysts.com).

Graduate Development Programme:

A brainstorming meeting has been planned for 26 January 2010. During this session the
Process, Industrialisation, and Quality modules will be scoped and the content developed.
Recruitment of additional DAC member firms to join this skills development programme is
continuing.

For more information please contact Jan Smuts (jan@bmanalysts.com).

Joint Supplier Auditing and Development (JSAD) Programme

Group 1's first meeting for 2010 will take place on 21 January and is aimed at planning
training sessions for the year.

Group 2 will also be meeting on 28 January 2010, and Group 3's meeting date will be
confirmed shortly.

For any enquiries regarding the Joint Supplier Auditing and Development Programme or any
of the above sessions, please contact Tamryn Hartogh (tamryn@bmanalysts.com).

HIV and AIDS Programme

The Champions Forum meeting for 2010 will take place every eight weeks on the second
Friday of each month, the first Forum meeting will take place on 12 February 2010.



The roll-out of the HIV & AIDS programme for the second group of companies that joined will
kick-off with a second Management Capacity Building training session on 3 February 2010,
with the rest of the components taking place from February 2010 onwards.

Recruitment for additional DAC member firms to join this Programme is continuing. DAC
members that are interested to join this comprehensive treatment and care programme can
contact Jan Smuts for more information (jan@bmanalysts.com).

DAC Resource Centre and News updates

For a full list of all the items currently in the Resource Centre please contact
dac@bmanalysts.com.

Regular news updates from Africa, Europe, North America and Australia on the automotive sector
are available at www.bmanalysts.com.




